
Oswego County Environmental Management Council 
Oswego County Building 
46 Bridge Street 
Oswego, NY 13126 
Phone: 315-963-8292 
e-mail: dwise@oswegocounty.com 

Department of Environmental Conservation 
Contact Information 
NYSDEC Website:  www.dec.ny.gov 
DEC Region 7 Air Quality Office 
315-426-7552 
DEC Region 7 Solid Waste Office 
315-426-7419 

Cornell Cooperative Extension  
Oswego County 
3288 Main Street 
Mexico, NY 13114 
Phone: 315-963-7286 
e-mail: oswego@cornell.edu 
http://www.thatscooperativeextension.org 

Additional Resources: 
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Frequently Asked Questions: 
Q: Are burn barrels banned under the rule? 
A: Technically no, but the burning of most material burned in burn  
     barrels now illegal 
 
Q: Are permits required to burn brush? 
A: No, at least not in DEC Region 7. Part 191 still requires permits  
     in Fire Towns 
 
Q: What options are there for disposing of a waste that I used to  
    burn? 
A: Contact your County and Town Solid Waste offices to find out  
      what options they have available –  

ex. Brush pickup, mulching and/or composting locations 
Contact DEC Solid Waste office to find out more information  
about disposal options 



The burning of trash is now prohibited statewide. 

You could be charged with a misdemeanor! 

Minimum fine: $375 is possible! 
To report violations call 1-800-TIPP DEC (1-800-847-7333 
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· Towns < 20,000 population  
(All Towns in Oswego <20,000) 

· Burning must occur outside any incorporated Village or City 

· Brush must be generated on-site 

· Individual pieces less than 6” diameter, 8 foot length 

· All burning prohibited March 15th – May 15th each year 

· Attached leaves/needles ok -  
but leaf piles not  allowed to be burned 

Brush exception: 

Agricultural exemption: 
· Valid active agricultural operation 

· Larger than 5 acres devoted to agricultural or  
horticultural use 

· Agricultural wastes generated on site 

· Naturally grown products 

· Fully organic waste generated on premise 

· Paper feed bags, wood shavings, baling twine other  
non-plastic or synthetic materials 

· Ag waste doesn’t include plastic storage bags, tires,  
plastic feed bags or other plastic or synthetic materials 

· Applies year round  
(takes precedence over the 2 month brush prohibition) 

· Material must be fully burned in a 24 hour period 

· Liquid petroleum fueled smudge pots for preventing  
frost damage to crops 

New Rule –  
prohibits open burning with some exceptions ����
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